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InstallationInstallation  

11  22  

33  44  55  

66  77  
1– Pres. Bob Becnel (L) passes the gavel to incoming Pres. Jennifer Kuchinski (R); 2‐Installation of Officers; 3‐Pres. Bob Becnel (L) receives 
commemorative plaque for his term as president from Jennifer Kuchinski (R); 4‐Jason Dohrman received the Outstanding Service Award, 
Bob Becnel (L) and Jennifer Kuchinski (R) announcing award; 5‐Bob Becnel (L) and Dr. Peters, Washington University MSPE Student Chapter 
advisor (R);  6‐Some of the members of the Washington University MSPE Student Chapter; 7– Members socialize and network. 
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B o a r d   o f   D i r e c t o r s  
President        Bob Becnel,  P.E., (314)941‐7641 
Treasurer        Jennifer Kuchinski, P.E., (314)421‐1476  
Secretary        William J. Bezdek, P.E., (314)233‐6824 
Immediate 
Past Pres.        Jason Dohrmann, P.E., (636)519‐0990                                     

C h a p t e r   D i r e c t o r s  
Eric Chamberlain, E.I. 
Allan Erdman, P.E. 
Kathy French, P.E.   
John Gagliardo, E.I.  

Christine Grunbaum, P.E. 
James Swingle, P.E. 

S t a t e   D i r e c t o r s  
Ed Austin, P.E. 

L. Scott Becker, P.E. 
Josephine Emerick, P.E.  
Breck Washam, P.E. 

 
 
 
Congratulations to Missouri’s newest licensed Professional Engineers.  The unofficial list 
of those that received their new license in April and subsequently invited to a PE 
Ceremony held in the State Capital rotunda.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

**** 
  

It has been a remarkable year for the St. Louis Chapter and a great many individuals and 
accomplishments need to be recognized.  I would like to this opportunity to give credit where 
credit is due. 

 
− Through membership efforts and the large student membership enrollment at Washington 

University, the Chapter will meet its 5% membership target bestowed upon it by MSPE.  
Membership for the year will be near or slightly above 400. 

− The Chapter’s Breck Washam was selected to be the Treasurer for MSPE for 2011‐2012 in a 
position that will eventually lead to the State President. 

− Member and Ameren CEO, Tom Voss, was nominated by the Chapter for the NSPE PEI 
Distinguished Service Award and was selected as winner.  Member, Past President and Boeing 
Program Manager, Steve Hutti, was nominated by the Chapter for the MSPE PEI Distinguished 
Service Award and was selected as winner. 

− The Chapter through guidance of Bill Bezdek is rolling out a pilot mentoring program similar to that 
developed by the NSPE Mentoring Task Force.   Over the summer, a few candidates will be selected 
to participate to be mentors and mentees in order to fine tune the process for next year. 

Harishankar Aamidala Charles Hinton Ryan Moeller Thomas Sobey 

Rajesh Arumugam Josiah Holst Michael Mueller Samantha Soto 

Kyle Benhoff Nicholas Jackson Nathan Newman Ryan Stecher 

Abby Broadstone Patrick Kennedy Christopher Nobe Christopher Thorn 

Michael Buckley John Keplinger James Parks Jr. Gary Tomlinson 

Darrell Butler Maria King Eric Pilger J. Ulry 

Christopher Cook Eugene Kuelker Jr. Steven Praprotnik Kurt Voss 

Stuart Dill Jorge Lopez Daniel Rahn Thomas Ward 

Andrea Donsbach Brian Malin Laura Rapp Heather Weekley 

Robert Fischer Christopher Mantia David Riechmann Alexandra Wiesehan 

Jacob Freeman Michael McMillion Samuel Schaefer   
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− The Chapter’s Board of Directors and other Committee Chairs welcomed a number of new faces.   Twenty 
eight (28) of the standing positions were filled by members having not been involved previously.  Over a 
dozen of these were young engineers.  

− St. Clair Junior High School in Union, MO has been a sponsored team by the Chapter for the Future City 
Contest for the past 3 years.   This year’s mentor and Chapter member, Ron Kadane helped in advancing the 
team to the Nationals in Washington, DC by winning the Regional Competition in Chicago in February. 

− The Chapter has laid out a 3‐5 year Strategic Plan that provides guidance to the President and Board of 
Directors.  Steve Hutti led this effort which included Jennifer Kuchinski, Bill Bezdek and two of our Young 
Engineers – Stephanie Bleser and Chris Hersinger. 

− The Programs Department under Kathy French made available 6 Professional Development Hours (PDH) to 
our members through our luncheons over the course of a year.  A diverse and well‐attended program was 
presented each month that averaged 30 attendees. 

− For the next three years, one of the FIRST Robotics Championships will be held in St. Louis.   Through a 
negotiated agreement with the St. Louis Science Center, General Chair of the FIRST Robotics Committee 
(FRC), the Chapter has been allotted a dedicated position on the FRC Planning Committee.  Initially, this 
position will be represented by Bill Bezdek.  

− The first Student Chapter of the Chapter will be established at Washington University.  Chapter Student 
Liaison Chair, Eric Chamberlain, has been working the requirements toward establishing the new group.  The 
interest by the students is overwhelming and we have been able to recruit over 80 students to become initial 
members to help launch the Chapter.  

− The Chapter’s Young Engineers have taken on some important leadership roles.  The Young Engineer of the 
Year Award itself received over 10 nominations.  Tim Quinn was selected as the winner to represent the 
Chapter at the MSPE Annual Meeting in June.   Moreover, Adam Zuroweste took the initiative to formalize a 
Young Engineer Committee which met several times as a Happy Hour. 

− Visits were made on behalf of the Chapter with the College of Engineering Deans at St. Louis University and 
Washington University.  The visits yielded some excellent feedback for both the Chapter and State and an 
opportunity to discuss the initiation of a Student Chapter at each.   

− After many years of service and successful implementation of the PE Refresher Program, Scott Becker will 
hand over operations to Rich Wischman.  Under Scott’s leadership, the Program has brought in over $100K 
in income and has been directly responsible for funding our Mathcounts each of those years, the awarding of 
over 2 dozen scholarships and providing a cushion in our Educational Foundation bank account. 

− These Chapter accomplishments were completed under budget. 
 
I do wish to acknowledge the privilege of working with the best Officers of an organization.  Jason Dohrmann, 
Past President; Jennifer Kuchinski, Treasurer; and Bill Bezdek, Secretary.   I know that next year’s President, 
Jennifer Kuchinski, will have the Chapter’s best interest at heart and will be an excellent steward for the 
Chapter.  She is a fantastic leader, great role model, good listener and is full of outstanding ideas.  I look 
forward to supporting her in my new role as Past President.  
 
I’d like to wish everyone a Safe and Enjoyable Summer.  We will be back again in about 3 months. 
 

 
 
Bob Becnel, P.E., F.NSPE 
President, 2010‐2011 
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Congratulations to  
Mr. Thomas Voss, P.E.  

Winner of the 
NSPE - PEI Distinguished Service Award! 

 
The Chair of the National Society of Professional 

Engineers (NSPE) Professional Engineers in Industry 

(PEI) is pleased to announce Mr. Thomas Voss, P.E. as 

the winner of the 2011 PEI Distinguished Service 

Award (DSA).  

 

The PEI DSA is presented to an individual who has 

made an outstanding contribution of national scope to 

advance the causes of the individual engineer in 

industry or Professional Engineers in Industry (PEI).   

 

The PEI DSA winner will be recognized nationally during the NSPE Annual 

Conference in Las Vegas, NV at the JW Marriott Las Vegas Resort & Spa at 

Summerlin during the NSPE Awards Luncheon, July 15, from 12:00-1:30 p.m.   
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N O T I C E  
 
Annually, the Historical Committee Chair has the duty of archiving the Chapter records for the 
current year.  As each Committee has completed the responsibilities for the year, I want to ask 
that they begin collecting and transmitting the paper and electronic files.  Once the year 
officially ends, everything will be turned over to Allan Erdman for offsite storage at Horner & 
Shifrin.  In order to streamline the process for this year, I have setup a ftp file repository.  
Instructions for accessing the ftp site will be sent to all Committee Chairs at the April BOD 
meeting.  For paper records, I will make provisions to digitize these so that everything can be 
archived on digital media.   
 
The purpose of maintaining the Chapter archives is important.  Subsequent Committee Chairs 
will rely on this information to make their job more effective.  Also, the archives provides a 
preservation of the output of all of hard work and success that our Chapter has had this year.  
The Chapter makes access to the archives available to members upon request.   
 
The Chapter is grateful that Horner & Shifrin has continually provided a safe and secure storage 
for many years. 
 
-- Bob Becnel, bob@becnel.com 

2011-2012  
MSPE St. Louis Chapter Board of Directors  

     

Position BoD 
Vote Name Company 

 

 
         

Executive Committee       
President 1 Jennifer Kuchinski PB  

Vice President 1 William Bezdek Boeing  
Treasurer 1 Tim Quinn Burns & McDonnell  
Secretary  1 James Swingle Sachs  

Past President 1 Bob Becnel Boeing  
         

Chapter Directors (6)       
Chapter Director (2009-2012) 1 Christine Grunbaum Ameren  

Chapter Director (2009-2012) 1 Bob Henricks  Bunge NA  

Chapter Director (2010-2013) 1 John Gagliardo David Mason  
Chapter Director (2010-2013) 1 Kathy French LS Power  

Chapter Director (2011-2014) 1 Adam Zuroweste Burns & McDonnell  
Chapter Director (2011-2014) 1 Josh Crews Ameren  

         
State Directors (4)       

State Director (2009-2012) 1 Jeff Hoevelmann  Peters-Eichler Mechanical  
State Director (2009-2012) 1 Ed Austin Aspen  
State Director (2010-2013) 1 Scott Becker Ameren  

State Director (2011-2014) 1 Eric Chamberlain HR Green  
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Missouri University of Science and Technology 
Engineering Education Center in St. Louis 

The Missouri University of Science and Technology-
Engineering Education Center in St. Louis offers M.S. 
degrees in Aerospace, Civil, Computer, Electrical, 
Environmental and Mechanical Engineering,  Engineering  
Management, Computer Science and new Internet-based 
M.S. and M.Eng. Degrees in Manufacturing Engineering to 
working engineers. 
 

The Center started its operations in 1964.  Over 2,600 
engineers used this excellent opportunity to enhance their 
knowledge and status. All classes are offered in the   
evening.  10 classes are needed to acquire a M.S. degree that 
will affect your entire professional life.                  
For more information, call (314) 516-5431 or visit the MST 
website: www.eec.mst.edu. 

 
TO:     St. Louis Chapter Members 
 
FROM:   Jennifer Kuchinski, P.E. 
              Incoming President for 2011-2012 
              Kuchinski@pb.com or 314-210-0887 
 
SUBJECT: Call for MSPE St. Louis Chapter 2011-2012 Committee Volunteers 
 
DEADLINE:  June 3, 2011 
 
The Chapter's committees facilitate the development and implementation of the Chapter's goals and 
objectives with an emphasis on: 
- Programs; 
- Membership; 
- Awards; 
- Education; 
 
For experienced professionals, this is a great way to continue the leadership of the organization and 
an opportunity to mentor newer members. 
 
For the newer members, this is an opportunity to network with individuals within the Profession as 
well as begin your path with a well-respected institution in Professional Engineering.  Moreover, 
activity within the Chapter is a criteria that goes toward consideration for the Chapter's Young 
Engineer of the Year Award that is awarded annually. 
 
The following criteria should apply to all nominees: 
1. Member in good standing; 
2. Be knowledgeable about the identified activity or have a willingness to learn;  
3. Be able to devote the time and attention required to fulfill committee's responsibilities;  
4. Have the ability to receive and send e-mails with attachments; and, 
5. Be willing to serve if appointed; 
 
Should you have any questions or have an interest, please drop me an email at 
kuchinski@pbworld.com or call me direct at 314-210-0887. 
 
 
Jennifer Kuchinski, P.E. 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
314.210.0887 
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Fellow Members! 
 
I greet you as your incoming president.  Our chapter has accomplished 
many wonderful things this past year and to that we owe a tremendous 
thank you to our outgoing President Bob Becnel.  One of our many 
accomplishments was the formulation of a committee which assessed our 
strategic direction as a chapter and created some strategic goals for us to 
concentrate on this coming year.  Through this exercise we learned that you, 
our members, continue to look for ways to serve as Professional Engineers in 
our community by giving back, supporting the MSPE mission of 
promoting Professional Engineering, and supporting educational 
opportunities for our youth in math, science and engineering.  This coming 
year we will place great emphasis on “active membership”.  I will ask many 
of you to donate your time - to give back and contribute to our Chapter’s 
mission.  I look forward to working with you and will promise my best to 
help our chapter continue to thrive as it has for so many decades in the St. 
Louis area.   
 
Cheers! 
 

 

Jennifer Kuchinski, P.E. 
Incoming President for 2011-2012 
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Congratulations to  
Mr. Stephen A. Hutti, P.E.  

Winner of the 
MSPE - PEI Distinguished Service Award! 

 

The Missouri Society of Professional Engineers -

Professional Engineers in Industry (PEI) Award 

Committee has announced  Mr. Stephen A. Hutti, 

P.E. as the winner of the 2011 MSPE - PEI 

Distinguished Service Award. 

Mr. Hutti’s eminence includes serving as a Past 

PEI Governor from Missouri, PEI Chair for both MSPE and the St. Louis 

Chapter, and currently the NSPE PEI Vice Chair for the North Central 

Region.  Hutti has been past Engineer of the Year for the Chapter, in part for 

his embodiment of outstanding service to Industry. 

Now, in his role as Boeing Program Manager for a Program of Record, Mr. 

Hutti supports the profession  for a more elevated position which brings 

enormous attention to the licensure in Industry. 

Mr. Hutti is an outstanding leader, engineer and steward for PEI as he 

exemplifies all the characteristics defined by MSPE - PEI’s highest award.   
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What would encourage you to take on a 
more active role in MSPE? 

The opportunity to serve on a
scholarship or educational
committee
The opportunity to serve on a
community service committee

The opportunity to serve on a
professional  issues  committee

The opportunity to serve on a
programs  committee

The opportunity to serve in a
leadership role

Other (please specify)

Which of the following items are 
important / beneficial to you as a Member 

/ Prospective Member of MSPE?
PDHs

Employment opportunities

Networking opportunities

Charity

Leadership role in an
organization

Other (please specify)

2011 MSPE St. Louis Chapter Membership Survey Results 
and Mentoring Survey Results 

We would like to thank all of our members who participated in our membership survey.  Forty members responded 
with the types of meetings they would like to have and what would make you want to take a more active role in 
MSPE.  Earning PDHs and networking possibilities topped the list of reasons to attend meetings.  There were a variety 
of programs suggested that will help drive our plans for next fall.  See the results below and on next page: 
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3.  Would you like to participate in an 
MSPE mentoring program

Yes

No

Maybe

4. Would you like to be a 
mentee, a mentor or both? 
There are many of us, who 

have mentees, but still have a 
trusted advisor (mentor).

Mentor

Mentee

Both

‐ 75% said they would or may like to participate in a MSPE mentoring program 
‐ 23% would like to have a mentor 

‐ 64% (14) said their company did not have a mentoring program 
‐ 75% (14) said they don't participate in a mentoring program 

 
 
 
 


